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J

his was the unoffi cial club housed in a loft at Progress 
Motors in Orchard Road, next to Macdonald House. 
It was fi rst started in the mid-1960s by one of the 
company’s managers. The loft housed vehicle body 
parts, a few aircraft wings and other spares. The man-

ager got it cleaned out and outfi tted for a few hundred dollars. 
He put in an air-conditioner, set up a bar and it looked very cozy 
indeed. Many managers would drop in for a drink after work.

Every fortnight, on a Wednesday, a special lunch was host-
ed and the guys took turns to bring an unmarried female guest. 
She could be local or Caucasian but the criteria was that she had 
to be under 30.

Informants say that some of the guys who either could not 
fi nd a girl to invite, or were afraid their wives would spot them 
with another woman, cried off, and excused themselves.

W hen Queen Elizabeth was to visit Sarawak in 1971, 
a Wearnes manager received a call. The request 
was: “The Queen’s coming and they want a Daim-

ler limousine within six weeks. Can you get one for her?”
What? A Daimler limousine sent from Coventry to Kuching 

in six weeks? “Money’s no object. Just get the car,” said the man 
at the other end of the line. So the manager got a car fl own out 
from England to Singapore. On arrival, the Daimler went 
straight from Paya Lebar Airport to the docks where a coastal 
steamer was ready to ship the car to Kuching.

The manager fl ew to Kuching to supervise the delivery. 
They got it ready for Her Majesty – with two days to spare!
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U
p to the mid-1970s when 
Progress Motors was sup-
plying spare parts to sepa-
rate bus companies such 
as Changi Bus Company, 
payment was invariably 

made with coins collected from the bus 
companies’ daily takings. These coins 
were put into gunnysacks, which were 
then placed in rattan baskets and deliv-
ered to Progress Motors in lorry loads.

This was in the days when there 
were no restrictions on the amount of 
coins that could be deposited in banks. 
This was also before the advent of elec-
tronic weighing machines that enabled 

banks to determine the value of the 
coins by weighing them. Progress Mo-
tors had no choice but to set up a task 
force to count these coins every time 
payment was made.

This carried on till the mid-1970s 
when with the onset of new legisla-
tion, banks would not accept coin de-
posits in such copious quantities. The 
bus companies, which had amalgam-
ated into Singapore Bus Services by 
then, switched to cheque payment. 
Even then, they would pay Progress 
Motors in coins whenever they had 
excess and could not deposit these 
with their banks.
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